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Qains  Prominence  as  Artist  In  Wood  Carving 


Lawrence  M.  Paulenske,  well-known  in  Elmhurst,  and  a  few  of  the  profiles  he 
has  carved  from  wood.     The  lower  profile  in  the  center  row  is  that  of  Henry  Bates. 

At  the  lower  right  is  shown  the  set  of  gun  models  which  Mr.  Paulenske  carved, 
depicting  Colt  designs  from  1836  to  the  present  day. 
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With    Dental    Tools    and 
Basswood,  He  Creates  Beauty 


Fine-grained  bass  wood  is  the 
medium  which  Lawrence  M.  Paul- 
enske  has  chosen  to  express  his  ar- 
tistic talent,  a  creative  faculty 
which  in  only  nine  years  has 
brought  him  a  measure  of  fame 
that  many  artists  attain  only  after 
a  much  longer  period. 

Not  only  have  wood  carvings  of 
Mr.  Paulenske  been  accepted  for 
display  in  the  Chicago  Art  gallery, 
but  many  of  them  have  also  been 
sold,  wiiich,  in  these  commercialis- 
tic  days  is  probably  the  acid  test 
of  public  acceptance.  Some  of  them 
are  found  in  Elmhurst  homes  and 
offices,  for  though  the  artist  lives 
at  7145  Schreiber  avenue,  Norwood 
Park,  he  is  employed  in  the  law  and 
realty  offices  of  Bates  and  Glos, 
in  the  Elmhurst  State  Bank  build- 
ing, and  has  many  friends  here. 
Starts  On   Ship   Models 

Mr.  Paulenske  first  found  expres- 
J  sion  for  his  artistic  ability  nine 
I  years  ago  in  the  construction  of 
I  ship  models.  Spanish  galleons,  three- 
masted  schooners  and  American 
clipper  ships  in  full  sail  among  his 
35  ship  creations,  ranging  from  two 
and  one-half  inches  to  three  feet 
in  size,  and  constructed  from  white 
pine. 

Miniature  ship  building  led  to 
other  work  with  wood,  and  knights 
on  horseback,  cowboys,  Indians, 
treasure  chests  and  o.ther  figure 
carvings  followed.  But  among  the 
best  known  of  his  works  are  two 
sets  of  Colt  gun  models  portraying, 
in  hand-carved  wood,  the  history  of 
the  development  of  the  Colt  revol- 
ver from  1836  to  the  present. 
Studies   Collection 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation 
needed  to  complete  this  work,  Mr. 
Paulenske  was  permitted  to  study 
some  of  the  rarer  models  of  Colt 
revolvers  found  only  in  possession 
of  collectors.  The  famous  old  Colts 
in  the  collection  of  McMurdo  Silver, 
head  of  the  Silver  Marshall  Radio 
company,  were  loaned  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  difficulty  attending  this 
task  may  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
known  that  but  two  models  of  the 
1836  gun  are  in  existence. 

Each  one  of  the  wooden  guns  is 
complete  to  the  minutest  detail,  on 
Va  inch  scale.  One  of  the  sets  sold 
for  $500.  The  other  is  on  display  at 
the   Chicago  Art  gallery. 

Last    week,    Mr.    Paulenske    per- 


mitted Elmhurst  friends  to  view 
carved  replicas  of  the  coats  of  arms 
of  20  nations,  before  they  were 
placed  on  exhibition  at  the  Lake 
Shore  Trust  and  Savings  bank. 
Now    it's    Profiles 

Recently,  the  artist  has  been  spe- 
cializing in  profiles,  carved  in  wood, 
and  some  well-known  persons  have 
been  depicted  including  the  late 
Cook  county  treasurer,  Joseph  Mc- 
Donough;  Miss  Ebba  Sundstrom, 
director  of  the  Chicago  Woman's 
Symphony  orchestra;  Canova,  the 
sculptor;  Paderewski,  the  pianist; 
and  Abraham  Lincoln.  These  por- 
traits in  woodi  are  much  more  than 
mere  silhouettes  in  that  they  show 
full  facial  details.  Henry  Bates  and 
Doris  Rogers  of  Elmhurst  are 
among  local  people  to  be  thus  pic- 
tured. 

Mr.  Paulenske  had  a  full  exhibit 
of  his   work   at   the   hobby   show   in 
the   Sherman   hotel   last   month. 
Hss  Taken  Art 

He  has  taken  art  at  the  Chicago 
Art  Institute  and  at  the  Academy 
of  Fine  Arts,  but  he  has  never  taken 
any  instruction  in  wood  carving. 
His  art  training  helps  him,  how- 
ever, because  in  making  profiles  he 
first  draws  a  life  model.  His  first 
ship  models  were  made  from  illus- 
trations in  books  and  magazines. 

In  his  wood  carving,  Mr.  Paul- 
enske uses  for  tools  a  set  of  dental 
instruments,  which  he  has  fitted 
with  special  handles  which  give 
him  a  better  grip  on  them  while 
carving.  These  instruments  are  of 
special  value  when  it  comes  to  de- 
tail, and  since  they  are  small  and 
sharp  they  are  very  useful  in  the 
small  designs  which  he  makes. 
Most  all  of  his  wood  carving  now 
is  done  with  basswood,  which,  be- 
cause it  is  so  close-grained  gives 
clean   and    sharp    detail. 
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